
 
 

 

 

International Institute 
 

 
P.O. Box 6144  Mississippi State  MS 39762  Phone: 662-325-5508  Fax: 662-325-4242 

 

 

Immediate Needs and Items to Consider 

 
 Passport, immigration documents, and any paperwork you have received from IIE and MSU 

 International record of immunization and completed measles, mumps, rubella (MMR) form (if already 

vaccinated) 

 Medical prescriptions and medications in original containers (take these items with you through US 

Customs), as well as copies of eyeglass/contact lens prescriptions 

 US currency for initial expenses (textbooks, food, supplies, etc.) 

 Credit card or bank card  

 International telephone calling card 

 International driver’s license (if you plan to drive) 

 Electrical adaptors/plug converters 

 Washable summer and winter clothing  

 Plastic bathing shoes or flip-flops   

 Umbrella 

 Alarm clock  

 Mobile phone or SIM card (you may prefer to buy a pay-as-you-go cell phone or SIM card here) 

 Backpack for carrying class books and small bag for weekend trips 

 USA guidebook and pocket English dictionary 

 One formal outfit for special occasions (dress, coat, tie, nice pants, etc.)  

 Cooking utensils such as a microwave-safe plate, bowl, cup, spoon, fork, knife (these are useful until you 

get settled) 

 Bed & bath linens (bed sheets, blanket, pillow, bath towel)  

 One traditional outfit from your home country for international cultural activities (if desired) 

 Musical instrument, dance clothes, etc. for international cultural activities (if desired) 

 Small flag from your home country for international cultural activities (if desired) 

 Emergency contact numbers: 

MSU Police:   662-325-2121        

Local Taxi:     662-312-5003 

International Institute: 662-325-5001 (day emergency)   

Karin Lee:     662-312-7104 (ok for WeChat, Whatsapp and Viber with prefix 001) 
 

 You can purchase many of the above items when you arrive, but it helps if you plan ahead! 
   

 

Shopping opportunities are offered the week of your arrival! 
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Helpful Reminders About Travel & Arrival 
 

1. It is common for international luggage to be delayed by 1-2 days.  Please pack a small carry-on bag with 

your essential medications, toiletries, and a change of clothes. 

 

2. If you put a lock on your bags, please be aware that the locks are commonly removed or broken by 

international airport security officials. The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) locks are approved 

by US TSA officials and will not be broken. 

 

3. Along with your original passport and immigration documents, please bring a set of photocopies in case 

the originals are lost or stolen. You should also leave a set of photocopies with a trusted friend. 

 

4. Remember to notify your bank and credit card holders that you will be traveling abroad.  Also, compare 

your cards’ interest and exchange rates when used in the USA to those of your home country. 

 

5. Remember to bring shampoo, soap, toothbrush, and tooth paste for the first few nights. You may not be 

able to go shopping immediately upon arrival, so bring immediate needs.   

 

6. MSU provides free wireless Internet access for its students. However, it can take a few days to set up your 

wireless account.  

 

7. Mississippi weather can alternate quickly between warm and cold during the span of one semester. You 

will need both warm pants, sweaters, and a jacket and lightweight summer clothing. 

 

8. Traveler’s checks are not accepted at most stores and restaurants in the United States. You can cash them 

at a bank in the US, but you must first open a bank account. Your first few weeks on campus will be very busy; 

you may not have time to open a bank account immediately. Bring some US cash or credit cards or prepaid 

credit card (MasterCard, Visa, American Express). 

 

   

 


