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Dear the Grantee: 
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statement provided here (along with the submitted images and photos) may be directly used for reporting and 

promotional purposes (through websites, etc), in order to demonstrate externally the AIU’s initiatives for 

Global Human Resource Development. Thank you. 

- Center for Promotion of International Liberal Arts Education 
 

Name of the Faculty Member Dr Jang-Won Choi 

Status Assistant Professor 

Dept. Affiliation Basic Education 

Trip Duration From:  February 20, 2014 To:  March 3, 2014 

Institutions visited / Country 1) University of Sheffield, UK 

 2) School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London, 

UK 

Activity Summary:  

I visited Sheffield University and London University in UK from Feb. 23
rd

, 2014 to Mar. 1
st
, 2014 

and took the Korean class delivered in English as a guest. I set forth to compare how the courses on 

Korean and Korean studies taught by schools in UK are like with AIU. 

1. Sheffield University 

In 2014, as of current, Korean class for beginners in SEAS in Sheffield University is taught 5 hours 

a week (1hr and 50min) for 12 weeks a semester. Per each level, 60 hours of classes for Korean are 

available. The beginners course consists of vocabulary, listening, grammar and speaking classes. 

There are no intermediate level classes available at Sheffield. After taking the beginners course, all 

students majoring in Korean studies are obligated to visit Korea and take 20 hours per week of 

Korean classes only at Yonsei University. After returning to UK after taking the class in Korea, the 

students are to take advanced courses which consist of speaking, reading, listening, translation 

practice and Chinese character classes.   

The most significant trait about Korean studies curriculum at Sheffield University is that it offers a 

year-long concentrated training period focusing in Korean and during this period, taking other 

subjects apart from Korea are not mandatory. It is mandatory for all students enrolled in SEAS to visit 

Yonsei University in Korea for a year to undertake their studies in overseas after finishing their 1
st
 

year of studies. 

                 



 

                 

2. London University (SOAS) 

In 2014, as of current, Korean classes in London University (SOAS) that are offered 10 hours a 

week (1hr and 50min) for 12 weeks a semester. Per each level, 120 hour long Korean classes are 

available.  With regards to subjects related to language, students must take 2 subjects a semester and 

at least 4 subjects a year.  Like Sheffield University, London University (SOAS) does not have an 

intramural course for intermediate level. After students complete the beginners course, all students 

majoring in Korean studies are sent to Korea University and Seogang University and must take 20 

hours a week, 200 hours a semester and 400 hours a year long coursework. Like Sheffield University, 

after completing the language studies in Korea, students return to take advanced courses which 

consist of speaking, reading , listening, translation practice, social studies and literature related 

courses.   

The most significant characteristic about Korean studies available in London University is that it 

incorporates a year-long concentrated period to learn Korean and during this period, students are not 

obligated to take other subjects other than Korean. By visiting Korea as an exchange student, they get 

to concentrate in absorbing Korean language and after returning to London University, the biggest 

trait is that the courses on social studies, culture, politics and economics are conducted in Korean.  

         

         

3. AIU 

Korean related courses available in AIU consist of Korean 1, Korean 2, Korean 3, Korean 4 and 

Korea Japan comparative research (verification) course. In case of Korean 1 ~ Korean 3, the courses 

are designed to offer two 100 minute long classes a week, and a semester is 15 weeks long and thus 

the entire course is delivered in 50 hours in total. However, with Korean 4, two 75 minute long 



 
classes are available a week, and thus the entire course takes a total of 37.5 hours a semester to 

complete. This structure is identical for classes such as Chinese, French, Russian and Mongolian 

available at AIU. 

In order for me explain the differences between Korean studies curriculum at AIU, Sheffield 

University and London University, I would like to briefly introduce Korean education curriculum 

offered to foreigners at Korean universities. In Korean universities, five 4 hours (50min) long classes 

are offered a week, 20 hours a week of education takes place and in sum 200 hours of education in 10 

weeks are carried out per each level. This structure for Korean 1 to Korean 6 is the most 

commonplace. This curriculum is in fact aligned with preparing for TOPIK test level 1 to level 6.  

Sheffield and London Universities are more focused in enhancing the language skills through 

exchange program, whereas in AIU it is not mandatory to take language course while it is mandatory 

to take courses available in English. Of course, in case of Sheffield University and London 

University, there is a difference with AIU in that it is operated under Korean language subject system, 

I believe that our school can learn much from the systems that they have at Sheffield University and 

London University which enables to learn the 2
nd

 language in depth and to foster talents that can 

discuss topics on social studies, culture, politics and economics in that language. 
What I have learned and how I want to use the knowledge / skills in my future teaching at AIU: 

I will write my personal feelings toward Korean language education in England after 

experiencing it. I will write the paper into two different parts; one on education itself and the other as 

a systematic aspect on second language learning management.  

First of all, I’d like to mention two general points on education aspect. The first biggest 

difference would be that there is lots of ‘pair’ learning within students for education. As the lecture 

from the teacher lessened time-wise, learners can learn from each other and practice their lessons 

through spending more time on free conversations, which was very impressive. To make such 

learning method be possible, management on amount of learning material should be definitely done. 

Second observation was on lack of lecture time. Even though they were running separate classes for 

grammar, conversation, and writing but in case of AIU, there was not enough class offered for 

students to learn the language. Under such circumstance, professors should plan their lecture to make 

up for writing skill based on their speaking techniques.  

Second aspect I’d like to point out would be management of Korean Language education 

[second language department. In Sheffield University and London University, they consider one year 

of Korean language education within the school and also visiting Korea for one-year of language 

education as intermediate level in Korean language. That is, they consider that time amount is 

necessary for student to be familiar with Korean daily talk and conversation. After that one-year field 

experience in Korea, students come back to their own school and they keep studying on for higher 

levels by engaging in discussions and presentations in Korean. In the case of AIU, after leading the 

class of Korean 4 in 2013, there were 12 students in total including audit students. It is the highest 

level of Korean language class which students can take in AIU. Some students graduate with finishing 

this course but there are some students who have 6 months or 1 year to graduate. If we pay attention 

to voices of such students, they are hoping for much further courses of Korean to be offered rather 

than Korean-Japanese Translation or Interpretation course to be taken.  
 

 


