
	  
Exchange	  of	  Lectures	  with	  Oversea	  Universities	  –	  Teaching	  Trips	  Abroad	  Grant	  

ACTIVITY	  REPORT	  

	  

Name	  of	  the	  Faculty	  Member	   Patrick	  T.	  Dougherty,	  Ed.	  D.	  
Status	   Professor	  
Dept.	  Affiliation	   English	  for	  Academic	  Purposes	  
Trip	  Duration	   From:	  	  (September	  11,	  2014)	   To:	  	  September	  29,	  2014	  
Institutions	  visited	  /	  Country	   1)	  Presidency	  University,	  Dhaka,	  Bangladesh	  
	   2)	  Southeast	  University,	  Dhaka,	  Bangladesh	  
	   3)	  Bangladesh	  English	  Language	  Teachers	  Association,	  Dhaka,	  Bangladesh	  
Activity	  Summary:	  	  
The proposal was to teach a short course in Creative Writing in English to English as a Foreign 
Language (EFL) students at Presidency University in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in September, 2014.  The 
purpose was to test the curricula and pedagogical development of a short course in Creative Writing 
in English to be taught, ultimately, at Akita International University.    
 
The course met 13 times, for three hours per class meeting, from September 13th – September 27th, 
with one day off for religious observances on Friday, September 19th, and Friday, September 26th.    
There were eighteen students in the course.  The majority of them were traditional university 
students, aged in their early twenties, but I also had five non-traditional students who were in their 
30s, 50s, and 60s. One of the non-traditional students one was a high school English teacher, one was 
the registrar for Presidency University, and another was a retired English professor.  The other two 
were older students who had returned to university to complete their degrees.   
 
For the short course we focused on two genres:  short story and poetry.  Production was encouraged 
at each class meeting, and students brought in their work for peer review and assistance.  Examples of 
the genres were obtained from stories and poems written in English by Bengali storytellers and poets 
and this was added to via the grantee’s poems and stories.   Students were required to complete a 
short memoir piece, a poem, and the outline of a short story to be submitted by December 31st.  
Additionally, there were two writing journal entries, a mid-course quiz and a final examination.  As 
most of the students had never taken  a creative writing course before, much attention was given to 
the writing process and the elemental structures of short stories and poetry.   
 
As an artifact of the course, the grantee is in the process of collecting student stories and poems into a 
publishable format.  An anthology will be published of student work and work on this will commence 
after the deadline for final submissions from class participants.  The deadline has been set at 
December 31st, although the grantee already has approximately eight short stories and ten poems that 
have been submitted.  
 
In addition to conducting the Creative Writing class, the grantee was invited to conduct a faculty 
workshop at Southeast University devoted to the subject of the teaching of writing.  The grantee 
conducted a three hour interactive workshop with approximately twenty-five English and four Law 
faculty members on Friday, September 26th.  This was a welcomed opportunity to develop a 
workshop that could be provided to non-English teaching faculty at AIU to help faculty develop 
methodologies to scaffold student writing within their own courses.  The workshop was officially 



	  
titled “Workshop on Teaching Writing.”    The power point for this workshop has been attached to 
the e-mail sent with this report.  
 
Finally, the grantee helped organize a series of teacher training workshops conducted at Presidency 
University under the sponsorship of the university, the Bangladesh English Language Teachers 
Association, and Teachers Helping Teachers (a Special Interest Group attached to the Japanese 
Association of Language Teachers).  Titled Innovative Approaches to English Language Teaching, 
the program was held on Friday, September 19th, and Saturday, September 20th.  There were 
approximately eighty high school and university English faculty in attendance from Dhaka and the 
surrounding countryside.  Some participants had travelled up to twelve hours to attend the conference 
workshops.  The grantee conducted five one hour workshops at this event (at which he served as the 
co-coordinator of the program).  The workshops were entitled: (1) Discovering your Educational 
Philosophy, (2) Classroom Dynamics:  Structure and Management, (3) Creative Writing Assignments for EFL, 
(4) History and Culture Assignments for the EFL Classroom, and (5) Alternative Assessment Strategies. 
 
	  
What	  I	  have	  learned	  and	  how	  I	  want	  to	  use	  the	  knowledge	  /	  skills	  in	  my	  future	  teaching	  at	  AIU:	  
	  
The grantee has successfully developed, and taught, a 39-hour Creative Writing course to L2 
students.  The syllabus and curriculum has been put into practice.  The course was reviewed by the 
participants via an anonymous survey and a focus group.  With results from the survey and focus 
group and information garnered from the teaching experience, the grantee will develop a creative 
writing course specifically for AIU, with a target of offering it during the Winter Program (initially).  
The launch for this course, after necessary approvals, is planned for Winter Program 2017.  From this 
course, a regular anthology of student creative writing will be published either annually or biannually.  
The grantee will also encourage the development of a student Creative Writing club and will serve as 
the faculty sponsor.  
 
Additionally, through the invitation to conduct the workshop of the teaching of writing, the grantee 
has developed a presentation and set of activities that could serve as an FD opportunity for AIU 
faculty.  This would apply to both English teaching faculty and non-English teaching faculty.  Also, 
the workshops that were developed and delivered for the teacher training program at Presidency 
University can be used for both AIU faculty development and as part of our academic outreach 
program to high school and university faculty.   
 
In meeting with the Vice-Chancellor of Southeast University, the topic of building an association 
with AIU was broached.  The Vice-Chancellor and several senior administration and faculty members 
(one of whom received his PhD from a Japanese university) were very interested in establishing some 
form of association with AIU.  This topic was discussed with Isogai-sensei, and further discussions 
will follow.  
 
I would like to formally thank the committee for endorsing my proposal and providing support for my 
teaching program in Bangladesh.  It was a valuable experience for me and for the students involved.  
It led to ancillary opportunities to work with teachers and faculty and develop meaningful 
connections on the ground in Bangladesh. Additionally, I have learned a great deal that I intend to 
apply to my work here at AIU.  Thank you for your support. 
	  



	  

	  

↑Banner	  for	  the	  Teacher	  Training	  Workshop	  	  

First	  day	  of	  Teacher	  Training	  Workshop	  with	  traditional	  Bengali	  Costume→	  

	  

Teaching	  in	  Teacher	  Training	  Workshop	  (Left)	  and	  Creative	  Writing	  Course	  (Right)	  



	  

	  

Greeting	  Cake	  at	  the	  party	  after	  class	  
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Creative Writing in English 

Presidency University 

September, 2014 

 

Instructor: Dr. Patrick T. Dougherty 

  Professor of International Liberal Arts 

Director of the English for Academic Purposes Program 

Akita International University 

  Phone and Fax:  0792-92- 8808 

  E-mail:  pdougherty@aiu.ac.jp 

     ct180@hotmail.com 

 

The desire to write grows with writing. 

–Erasmus 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  

Creative Writing in English will provide an opportunity for students to hone their creative 

writing skills as well as provide a student-centered environment for English language 

immersion.  Students will explore and develop their own ideas through the medium of 

creative writing. Students will read, write, and share their creative endeavors and 

providing constructive advice to their peers.  The participants in the course will become a 

small community of writers, eager to compose, share, read, hear, and support.  

  

COURSE GOALS 
  

Students will learn and practice skills that help them craft unique and thoughtful work in 

English.  They will sharpen their critical reading skills through reading, discussion, and 

writing assignments and will learn the conventions of critique and collaboration.  They 

will maintain a portfolio of revised work and they will submit selected pieces of their 

creative work to a course literary book. 

      

SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES FOR THE STUDENTS 
  

Students will: 

1.  Write creatively and expressively in English 

2.  Use the appropriate vocabulary for critique 

3.   Use appropriate literary devices 

4.  Define the unique characteristics of poetry, fiction, plays, and nonfiction 

5.  Experiment with a variety of genres 

6.  Use appropriate pre-writing strategies 

7.  Develop ideas into draft form 

8.  Proofread, edit, and revise 

9. Present as individuals, in pairs, and small groups  

10.  Give critiques in a constructive and respectful manner 
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SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES FOR THE INSTRUCTOR 

 

To have students grow in confidence in their own ability to be creative, insightful, 

understanding, and helpful in an English language medium. 

 

To collect enough brilliant examples of student creative work to make a course literary 

booklet to serve as a permanent reminder for the students of the experience of taking the 

course and to exhibit their talent to the wider community. 

 

COURSE ORGANIZATION 
  

Study and writing will be organized around the following genres: 

 

1.       Poetry 

2.       Short stories 

  

A range of activities will be included under each of these genres. However, in all settings 

serious attention will be given to the stages of the writing process:  drafting, revising, 

editing, and presentation.  Students will be expected to keep a reading/writing journal. 

 

 

CONTENT OF THE COURSE 
  

Creative endeavors flow from the student’s knowledge and experience; therefore the 

course will not simply focus on technique, but will include the following two 

components: 

  

a. Production: Exploration, development, and expression of ideas through  writing 

and the importance of reflection in this process. 

  

b. Critique:  Reflecting on their own writing, responding critically to published 

writing as well as their peers’ writing; participation in the interactive process 

between writer and audience. 

  

 

TEXTS 

 

Select examples of genre writings and creations will be provided in Xeroxed format for 

the students. 

 

 

EVALUATION 
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Grades will be determined by a point system.  Grades will be given for assignments done 

either in or outside of class. Aspects of grading will incorporate the mandated systems of 

the host institution(s).  This might include a midterm examination and a final 

examination.  As projected, students should expect to produce and be graded on these 

creative items (some of which will be completed individually and others as a team): 

 

  

 Twenty lines of Poetry 

 A memoir sketch 

 The outline of a short story  

  

 

And also these items: 

 

 Journal entries 

 Participation in class activities 

 

And: 

A mid-course quiz and a final examination (also based on examples of the genre 

pieces) 

  

 

DAILY AGENDA 

 

A day-to-day agenda of activities will be created for the course after finalization of the 

time, dates, and student number for the course is made.  This will be provided to the 

participating students on the first day of the course, or very soon thereafter. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THT-BELTA-Presidency University: September 19
th

 – 20
th

 (Friday & Saturday) 

Innovative Approaches in English Language Teaching  

 
 

Friday, September 19
th

 
 
 

08:30 – 09:00 
 

 

Registration 
 

09:00 – 9:30 

 

Opening Ceremony 

Tea 

Time Presenter Title/Topic 
 

10:00 – 11:00 

 

 

Dr. Pat  Dougherty 
Discovering your educational philosophy 

 

11:10 – 12:10 

 

 

Dr. Anne Howard 
Pragmatics:  Not just icing on the cake 

 

12:20 – 1:20 

 

Dr. Pat Dougherty Classroom Dynamics:  Structure and Management 

Lunch Break  

 

 

2:30 – 3:30 

 

Dr. Anne Howard Reading skills and strategies 

 

3:40 – 4:40 

 

Dr. Steve Cornwell Cultural Explanation Strategies and More 

Tea  

 

 

 

 

Saturday, September 20, 2014 
 

Time Presenter Title/Topic 

 

9:00 – 10:00 

 

Dr. Steve Cornwell  Five Minute Activities for Motivation 

 

10:10 – 11:10 

 

Dr. Pat Dougherty Creative Writing Assignments for EFL 

Tea Break  

 

11:45  – 12:45 

Dr. Anne Howard Teaching literature through language (and vice a versa) 

12:55 – 1:55  Dr. Pat Dougherty History and Culture Assignments for the EFL Classroom 



Lunch Break  

 

 

3:00  – 4:00 

 

Dr. Pat Dougherty  Alternative Assessment Strategies 

 

4:10– 5:10 

 

Dr. Steve Cornwell Answerless Riddles:  Stories from language learning 

classrooms 

Closing Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Teaching Trips Abroad Report Form_Original-1PATRICK DOUGHERTY
	Creative Writing in English -- Syllabus for Presidency University 2014
	Teacher Training Workshp Program. 2014

