
	  

	  

Exchange	  of	  Lectures	  with	  Oversea	  Universities	  –	  Teaching	  Trips	  Abroad	  Grant	  

ACTIVITY	  REPORT	  

	  

Name	  of	  the	  Faculty	  Member	   Yuko	  Abe	  
Status	   Associate	  Professor	  
Dept.	  Affiliation	   Japanese	  Language	  Education	  
Trip	  Duration	   From:	  	  May	  23,	  2014	   To:	  	  May	  30,	  2014	  
Institutions	  visited	  /	  Country	   Adam	  Michkiewicz	  University	  (AMU),	  Poznan,	  Poland	  
Activity	  Summary:	  	  
 
May 25(Sun):  Meeting with Dr. Przemyslaw Krzywoszynski, Assistant Professor, of College of Low 

and administration 
May 26 (Mon):  Adam Mickiewicz University (AMU) tour by Dr. Krzywoszynski and Dr. Katarzyna 

Gan-Krzywoszynska. 
May 27 (Tue):   
10:00-12:00  Meeting with Dr. Arkadiusz Jablonski, Associate Professor, Chair of Oriental Studies, 

and Ms. Maho Ikushima, Lecturer of Japanese Studies. 
                      Greetings and my explanation of the purpose of this visit, including a presentation of 

AIU and its system of partnerships abroad. Polish side presented Japanese Studies in 
AMU. 

12:00-13:30  Observation Japanese language class (3rd year, 7 students) (see photo) by Ms. Jagna 
Nieuwazny 

Japanese conversation class was taught by a PhD student. The topic was “Wakamono 
kotoba- Japanese young people’s language”. First, they read one Japanese article, and 
watched a video clip of a Japanese TV program related to the topic and then 
discussed the topics comparing Japanese with Polish language. I was impressed that 
the instructor selected the latest topic in Japan collecting the suitable materials 
through the Internet.  

 
 



	  

	  

13:50-15:20  Observation of Japanese class (4th year, 8 students) (see photo) by Ms. Nagisa Jontek   
Japanese conversation class.  
Three students made their final presentations. Their topics were, “The symbol of the 

snakes in Japanese culture”, “The image of Tanuki in Japan”, and “Transitive verb 
and intransitive verb -syntax and morphology and translation Japanese into Polish“. 
Each of the presentation was about 15 minutes with PPW followed active Q&A 
sessions. I was also involved in the sessions where I was asked to give comments.             

 
 
15:30-17:00  Observation Japanese class (1st year 7 students)   (see photo) by Mr. Isao Tsukasaki  

Free discussion was held about students’ living circumstances using a handout. All 
students were very active and their Japanese conversation level was quite good at 
their level. 

 
             

As a whole I was quite impressed by the students’ Japanese language skill. There were some 
variations among individuals but, considering that most of them did not have any experiences 
studying in Japan, their standard was quite good.  

The informal dinner with faculty members from UAM was organized.  



	  

	  

 
May 28 (Wed):  
10:00-12:00  Meeting with Prof. Estrea Zeromska, Head of Department of Japanese Language and 

Culture, and Ms. Maho Ikushima, Lecturer of Japanese Studies. 
Greetings and discussion about future possibilities of partnership between AIU and 

AMU. 
13:00-14:00  Lecture 1 for Japan Area Studies students and other Oriental Study students (see photo) 

Topic “Intercultural Aspects of Japanese Language Acquisition” 

 
14:15-15:15  Lecture 2 for Japan Area Studies students and other Oriental Study students  (see 

photo) 
“Intercultural Perspectives on Japanese Society” 

 
17:00-18:30  Lecture 3 open to general university audience  (see photo) 

Topic “Image and Reality of Japanese Culture” 
 



	  

	  

 
I delivered three lectures during the day (The last one was changed from Thursday to Wednesday 

due to some scheduling issues).  The first two lectures were mainly for Japanese Area Studies 
students but also was open to other oriental study students. They kindly arranged these two lectures 
for me as part of the regular course activities for students in Japanese Area Studies Program. It was 
held in quite a big lecture room on the first floor of the building of the Oriental Study Department. 
Most of the Japanese Area Study students and the Japanese language teachers attended these two 
lectures. Some Chinese and South Asian studies students and teachers also attended it. I lectured on 
“Intercultural Aspects of Japanese Language Acquisition” and “Intercultural Perspectives on 
Japanese Society”, and tried to present a comparison with a Polish culture. There were some 
questions after the lectures and I felt the reaction of the audience was positive.  

 
The third lecture was held in a different building. Since three lectures during the short period 

wouldn’t attract the same audience in the last week of the semester, the last one was offered for 
wider audience with more general topic; “Image and Reality of Japanese Culture”. I tried to include 
many pictures in the slide presentation. Due to a sudden bad weather with heavy rain and being a 
later time, audience was rather small, but all of participants seemed enthusiastic and actually there 
were many questions at the end. There were a few of the same students from Japanese Area Studies 
attended the last lecture. All three lectures were delivered in English. 

  
May 29 (Thurs):  

Afternoon :Tour of Poznan 
18:00-20:00 Meeting with representative of students union arranged with Dr. Przemyslaw 
Krzywoszynski 
 Since Dr. Krzywoszynski is the Advisor of Student Research Association within Union of 

Students in this university, I asked him to arrange a meeting with students for me. This was 
especially interesting because of my own involvement in student activities at AIU. The students 
union at AMU was independent and autonomous and arranged many activities for students. It was 
informative for my work on AIU students’ activities.  



	  

	  

What	  I	  have	  learned	  and	  how	  I	  want	  to	  use	  the	  knowledge	  /	  skills	  in	  my	  future	  teaching	  at	  AIU:	  
	  

This visiting trip gave me the opportunity to enrich my teaching experience and also to broaden 
my network, which will be useful for developing further partnerships between AIU and universities 
in Eastern Europe.  

The experience also helped update my knowledge about the life in Europe in general and about 
people’s understanding about Japan. Especially in the case of Polish students, I was surprised by 
their small knowledge about Japanese customs; even among students in Oriental Studies, including 
the ones in Japan Area Studies. I learned most of students developed their interests in Japan through 
a pop culture such as Anime or Manga, but many seemed to be unfamiliar with some aspects of 
Japanese culture and the language, including a use of敬語 (Keigo – Honorific language). This made 
me think that, in my teaching of Japanese language and culture to AIU international students, I 
might need to spend more time in introducing a current state of Japanese society as well as the way 
in which they could adapt to Japanese culture and the society. This will help foster intercultural 
awareness further.  

 Nevertheless, I had a very positive impression about the students of Japanese Area Studies at 
UAM. If they come study at AIU, though we may have some concerns about the international 
students’ attitudes and learning levels, including their oral proficiency in Japanese language 
program, I believe that students from UAM would do fine once they are placed at suitable levels. 
Their positive attitudes and strong motivation would also bring the energy to AIU. I hope my visit 
will contribute to developing the network and collaboration between the faculty of Japanese Area 
Studies at AMU and AIU. I am thankful for the opportunity I had with the Teaching Trips Abroad 
program.  

 All the materials I received at AMU were shared with the AIU’s Department of Japanese 
Language Education and International Center.  

	  
	  

	  


