
Subject name GSP354-1_S / GS Special Topic 45 US National Security  

Year 2015  

Semester Spring  

Faculty/department International Liberal Arts  

Course subject category Global Studies Program Core Electives  

Field International Liberal Arts Global Studies Core Electives  

Credit 1.00  

Instructor Edward RHODES  

Class time/day 9:00～11:45, everyday between June 29 and July 3, 2015 @D101  

Course description 

This course complements and supplements Akita International University’s course 

offerings on the United States and on global politics.  It is specifically designed to 

round out AIU’s course offerings on U.S. Foreign Relations， U.S. Diplomatic History， 

U.S. History， U.S. Political Thought， and the U.S. Constitution， and to provide 

students in the Global Studies Program with an additional opportunity to explore 

America’s behavior on the global stage.  In this course， students will acquire an 

understanding of the intellectual underpinnings of U.S. national security policy and of 

the assumptions and logic that historically have shaped the development of U.S. 

national security institutions. In addition to learning the history of U.S. national 

security policy and institutions and gaining familiarity with current U.S. national 

security policy and institutions， by the end of the course students should have an 

enhanced understanding of why the United States has pursued the (rather unusual) 

national security policies that it is has pursued， why it has developed an unusual set 

of national security institutions, and how and why U.S. national security policy and 

institutions are likely to evolve in the future.  

Objectives Please refer to the course description above.  

Textbook(s) 

ISBN/publisher/author/title 
Please refer to the reference books below.  

Reference books / other 

study 

materials 

In addition to attending all ten meetings of the class， students will be expected to 

read two assigned works.  Required readings:  • Walter Russell Mead， /Power， 

Terror， Peace， and War: America’s Grand Strategy in a World at Risk/ (New York: 

Random House/Vintage Books， 2004， 2005).  • Walter Millis， Arms and Men (New 

York: G.P Putnam’s Sons， 1956; or New Brunswick， NJ: Rutgers University Press， 

1981).  

Assessment TBA  

Expected academic 

background 
Not Applicable  

Policies & remarks 

This one-credit course is designed to be offered in a compressed， intensive format， 

with two 75-minute class meetings per day for five days.  The class will be delivered in 

English.  Class sessions will be structured as lectures， with students encouraged to 

raise questions while the lecture is in process and with the opportunity for 

instructor-guided open classroom discussion during each lecture.  

Notes Not Applicable  

AIU ACADEMIC 

DISHONESTY POLICY 

Acts of Academic Dishonesty: In accord with AIU policies and good practices in higher 

education, acts of academic dishonesty such as plagiarism, 

cheating, forgery (on a paper, examination, test, or other assignment) will 

result in the failure of the course at a minimum. An act of academic 

dishonesty during the final examination or assignment in lieu of the final 

examination will result in failure of all courses registered in the relevant 

academic term. Cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of 

Academic Affairs for relevant action.  

Schedule  Contents 

1 

 
Day 1， Session 1:  Violence， the State， and National Security.  The logic and 



development of the modern state. Charles Tilly’s dictum:  the state makes war， and 

war makes the state.  The state as corporate provider of security.  The relationship 

between the state and the nation， and between the state and national 

security.  National security by and from the state.  Day 1， Session 2:  The American 

Political Tradition and U.S. National Security Institutions， 1776-1945.  The colonial 

experience， liberal tradition， natural rights presumptions， and hostility to the 

state.  The failure of the Confederation to ensure security or guarantee liberal， 

democratic， republican governance.  The Constitution of 1787 and the Madisonian 

system’s internalization of external security issues.  Creation of an American state 

and an American nation， and of national security institutions.  Opposition to state 

security institutions and limits on state authority to create security 

institutions.  Incorporation of pre-modern security institutions as counterbalance to 

modern security institutions.  

2 

Day 2， Session 1:  U.S. National Security Policy， 1776-1890.  Theory and 

institutions in practice.  Definition of “national security.”  Provision of national 

security without the use of “normal” tools of statecraft and coercion.  Problems of 

national cohesion inherent in the absence of strong state institutions， and 

implications for national security policy. Security problems inherent in Madisonian 

political institutions.  John Quincy Adams’s solutions and the “Monroe Doctrine.” 

Preventive use of  violence.  The Louisiana Purchase; the War of 1812; the acquisition 

of Florida; the Rush-Bagot agreement; the annexation of Texas; the Mexican 

American War; the Oregon crisis; and the Civil War.  Day 2， Session 2:  U.S. 

National Security Policy， 1890-1945.  The collapse of American political institutions 

in the face of industrialization.  The Progressive solution， and the implications for 

American national security institutions and policies.  Construction of an 

imperial-style navy; the Spanish-American War; “Progressive Imperialism;” World 

War I and national mobilization; the liberal alternative to Progressivism and the arms 

control regime of the 1920s; the expansion of state institutions and World War II.  

3 

Day 3， Session 1:  U.S. National Security Institutions， 1945-1990. Adoption of 

“normal” tools of statecraft and coercion.  Entangling alliances; a standing army; 

conscription and national military service; creation of a Defense Department; 

intelligence and covert action institutions.  Expansion of executive power.  Day 3， 

Session 2:  U.S. National Security Policy， 1945-1990.  The Cold War.  Weapons of 

mass destruction and national security:  Lilienthal/Baruch; war-fighting; massive 

response; and flexible and controlled response.  Containment as envisioned in the 

Long Telegram.  Containment as envisioned in NSC-68.  Global forward presence.  

4 

Day 4， Session 1:  U.S. National Security Institutions since 1990.  New security 

threats: rogue states， failed states， non-state actors， and non-violent security 

threats.  Globalization of security: the decline of borders and the transformation of 

time-space calculations.  The blurring of international and domestic.  “Homeland 

security” and the creation of a Department of Homeland Security.  The expansion of 

intelligence agencies.  Day 4， Session 2:  U.S. National Security Policy since 

1990.  Desert Storm; Bosnia; Somalia; Rwanda.  9/11.  Afghanistan， Iraq， 

Pakistan， the Gulf， the Maghreb， and the Arab Spring.  A Pacific tilt？  Georgia 

and the Ukraine.  

5 

Day 5， Session 1:  U.S. National Security and Northeast Asia.  The U.S. vision of 

Northeast Asia.  The Japanese partnership.  The South Korean relationship and the 

evolution of the South Korean state.  The rise of China.  The North Korean time 

bomb.  U.S. security interests in the Japanese-Chinese-ROK triangular 

relationship.  The meaning and implementation of a Pacific tilt.  Day 5， Session 

2:  The Future Evolution of U.S. National Security Institutions and Policy..  The 

continuing impact of American political culture and traditions， and the implications 

of contested social construction of American identity.  The new， “postmodern” 

security agenda， the remaining “modern” security agenda (Russia， China)， and the 

re-emergence of the “pre-modern” security agenda.  The continuing but declining 

effectiveness of modern security institutions， including the state.  The rise of new， 

“postmodern” security institutions on the global stage. 

 


