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Transnational Humanism from Paris to Akita: Quelques poémes
(1919) by Komaki Ohmi, illustrated by Foujita Tsuguharu — Prelude

to the 100th anniversary of Tanemakuhito
ABE Kuniko

Abstract

This paper introduces and attempts to analyze Quelques poémes (Some Poems, 1919), a French
poetry booklet with illustrations by Foujita Tsuguharu, who became a leading artist of the Ecole
de Paris. Published in Paris, the poems were authored by Komaki Ohmi, who specialized in
French literature and sociology, and was a pioneer in the early peace movement. Originating from
Tsuchizaki in Akita, Japan, Komaki Ohmi was one of the founders of the now internationally
recognized Tanamakuhito, the first Japanese proletarian literature periodical, published in Akita in
1921.

Keywords: History of Japanese modern literature, Komaki Ohmi, Foujita Tsuguharu
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Developing Akita as a Sacred Place for Akita Inu

Rapid Boom and Challenges of Odate City
NAGOSHI Kenro

Abstract

This is the fifth part of my series of research papers on the Akita Inu published in this journal. The
long awaited small museum, “Akita Dog Visitor Center,” constructed near JR Odate Station, was
opened in May 2019. It attracted far more visitors than expected, becoming a success in its first
year as a new tourist spot in Northern Akita. However, the challenge of securing repeat visitors
and making it a sacred place for the Akita Inu remains. Another concern is that the number of
overseas dog registries registered at the Akita Inu Preservation Club in Odate has been decreasing
for the past two years, contrary to the breed’s international popularity. Focusing on the various
“Akita Inu projects”, this article analyzes the situation surrounding the Akita Inu, as well as
economic effects and prefecture/city initiatives.

Keywords: Akita Inu, Odate, Akita Dog Visitor Center, Akita Inu Preservation Club,
Zagitova, Shibuya, Hachiko
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Did the Numbers of Guests Accommodated at Different Tourist
Areas of Japan and International Tourists Visiting Japan
Increase in the Past Few Years?

An Empirical Study on Tourism in Japan
Subhashis Nandy

ABSTRACT

Prior research on tourism in Japan highlighted the growth in domestic tourists visiting the different
tourist regions in Japan. However, as the 2020 Tokyo Olympics is looming on the horizon,
Japanese tourism officials will have to focus on understanding the trends in the annual growth
rates of experiential and international tourism in Japan. Filling the gap in knowledge, this study
compares the annual growth rates of accommodated guests in urban and rural tourist regions of
Japan between 2012 and 2017. We also analyze the annual growth rates in international tourists
visiting Japan from the top ten countries between 2016 and 2018. Non-parametric hypothesis
tests are used to test the equality of the annual growth rates in different categories. Our results
indicate that the null hypothesis of equality in annual growth rates of accommodated guests at
rural and urban tourist areas in Japan cannot be rejected. Another finding of this study is that the
annual growth rate of accommodated guests in rural tourist areas of Japan peaked in 2015 at 0.54.
The annual growth rate in accommodated tourists in urban tourist areas peaked in 2012 at 0.46.
Results indicate that the null hypothesis of equality in annual growth rates of international tourists
from the top ten countries between 2016 and 2018 can be rejected. The results of our research
should be of interest to government and tourism officials in Japan involved in the planning of an
expansion of experiential and international tourism in Japan during the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
Keywords: Japan Tourism Growth, Japan Rural Tourist Areas, Japan Urban Tourist Areas,

Experiential Tourism, International Tourism in Japan.
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1, INTRODUCTION needs of the tourists (Andonian et al., 2016).

With the 2020 Tokyo Olympics in the near
horizon, Japan is focusing on improving
the attractiveness of its tourism industry.
Traditionally Japan has been an attractive
destination for tourists from the East Asian
countries, such as China, Hong Kong, Taiwan,
and South Korea. Japan is working on to
attract more tourists from Europe, North
America and Australia to visit Japan during
the 2020 Olympics and beyond (Andonian et
al., 2016).

In the past, tourists in Japan have visited such
iconic places as Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, and
Sapporo. But in the past several years the
focus of international tourists is slowly shifting
from iconic destination-based to experience-
based tourism. Accordingly, Japan must work

on focusing its efforts to cater to the shifting

Suganuma et al. (2011) analyzed the visits
by domestic tourists to ten tourist regions of
Japan: Hokkaido, Tohoku, Northern Kanto,
TMA (consisting of Saitama, Chiba, Tokyo,
and Kanagawa), Koshinetsu, Chubu, Kansai,
Chugoku, Shikoku, and Kyushu. These
authors observed significant increases in visits
to these tourist areas by different groups of
domestic tourists (such as married couples,
family, friends) from the 2002-2004 period to
2007-2009 period (Suganuma et al., 2011).
However, this work did not determine the
annual rate of growth of visitors to different
tourist locations. This work also did not
analyze the growth in international tourists
to Japan, and the expenditure in different
categories incurred by international tourists in

different categories (Suganuma et al., 2011).
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The purpose of this paper is to close the gap in
the literature on the statistical analysis of the
annual growth rates in accommodated guests
in ten tourist areas in Japan. These tourist
areas include three urban tourist areas, as well
as seven rural tourist areas with the potential
to attract tourists who want to imbibe in
experiential tourism. Annual data from 2011
to 2017 on accommodated guests at ten tourist
areas of Japan, available from the website of
the Japanese National Tourist Organization
(JNTO; https://statistics.jnto.go.jp/en/) are
utilized in this study. Another purpose of
this paper is to fill the void in the literature
on the statistical analysis of the growth rates
of international tourists from the top ten
countries.

The remaining sections of the paper begin
with a brief literature review, followed by the
details of the evaluation of the annual growth
rates of accommodated guests in rural and
urban tourist areas. Results of hypothesis tests
on the annual growth rates in international
tourists come next, followed by discussions,

and conclusions.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

In this section, we will review the available
literature information on experiential tourism
in Japan. Salient findings from each of the
prior research work will be discussed in
chronological order. This will be followed
by a discussion on the current gap in research

knowledge. Finally, the need for our research

in this area will be established.

Ohe (2008) pointed out that sustainable
development in rural tourism in Japan can
promote new economic opportunities for
farmers and help in the promulgation of
experience-based tourism. However, Ohe
(2008) also documented that institutional
constraints on long-holiday system and the
generational gap between the young and
middle/senior generations in terms of the
realization of the value of rural tourism and
experience with rural tourism in Japan.
Ishikawa and Fukushige (2009) studied the
impact of fiscal expenditure and the number
of tourists on per capita taxable income in
remote islands of Japan using panel data
analyses. Their results showed that both fiscal
expenditure and population size had significant
positive impacts on per capita taxable income,
whereas the number of tourists did not have
statistically significant impact.

Suganuma et al. (2011) enunciated that
tourism had become an important industry in
Japan. These authors noted that the causes for
this is that Japan has become an aging society
and the Japanese government has adopted
policies to promote Japan as a tourism nation.
This work analyzed the visits by domestic
tourists to ten regions of Japan, which were:
Hokkaido, Tohoku, Northern Kanto, TMA,
Koshinetsu, Chubu, Kansai, Chugoku,
Shikoku, and Kyushu (Suganuma et al., 2011).
Yotsumoto (2012) reported on a study in

which content analysis, a mail survey, and
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participant observation were used to evaluate
the relationship between ecotourism and
climate change in the Kyushu region of Japan.
Yotsumoto (2012) concluded that Japanese
ecotourism’s emphasis on the revitalization of
local communities influenced the formation
of a varied negative relationship between
ecotourism and climate change in Kyushu to a
certain degree.

Zhang (2014) documented that the Japanese
government enacted the “Tourism Nation
Promotion Basic Law” in 2006. Further,
Zhang (2014 ) stated that the Japanese Cabinet
in 2007 decided to make “Realization of
a Tourism Nation” as one of the Japanese
nation’s essential goal by positioning tourism
as its cornerstone. According to Zhang (2014)
Japan will have to improve the managerial
abilities of its tourist destinations in order to
satisfy the needs of future travelers to Japan
with varied needs.

Andonian et al. (2016) stated that in the past,
tourists in Japan visited such iconic places as
Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, and Sapporo. But in the
past several years the focus of international
tourists is slowly shifting from iconic
destination-based to experience-based tourism.
Accordingly, Japan must work on focusing
its efforts to cater to the shifting needs of the
tourists (Andonian et al., 2016).

d’Hauteserre and Funck (2016) examined
whether the future of tourism in island
destinations such as Yakushima in Japan and

Tahiti would be determined by continued

innovation on the part of all stakeholders to
attract more inbound tourists. However, these
authors mused that established destination
images can cause a lack of adaptability to
changing markets. This work discussed that
sustainability could be an important innovative
pursuit, which would require new narratives
for continued tourism growth (d’Hauteserre
and Funck, 2016).

Henderson (2017) studied the factors that
have affected the recent surge in numbers of
visitors to Japan. According to Henderson
(2017), these important factors are the
national conditions in Japan, along with
favorable government tourism policies,
attraction and amenities, access and mobility,
and destination marketing. This author stated
that these factors create opportunities for
further growth in tourism, as well as some
uncertainties, leading up to the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics (Henderson, 2017).

Shapoval et al. (2017) used the concept of
decision trees to analyze the behaviors of
tourists visiting Japan to help design effective
marketing tools for future destination tourism
to Japan. These authors determined that the
main motivation for visitors’ future return
would be driven not by past travel experiences,
but by anticipated future experiences in Japan
such as, visiting hot springs or visiting areas
with acclaimed natural beauty (Shapova et al.,
2017).

Chen et al. (2018) studied rural tourism’s

potential as a tool for territorial development
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in Japan. These authors conducted a qualitative
study on a farm inn group in the town of Noto,
a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
System (GIAHS) site in Japan. These authors
found that the residents’ quality of life had
improved in this super-aging rural community,
as a result of tourist influx, although the
financial benefits were marginal to most host
households. Tourists ushered in vitality to
these remote villages, although a lack of young
residents to inherit these farm inn businesses
was a bottleneck (Chen et al., 2018).

It is evident from the above literature review
process that prior research has elucidated
on the growth in domestic tourism in Japan.
However, there is a lack of significant
information on the statistical analysis of the
annual rate of growth in experiential and
international tourism in Japan. Our research
will focus on overcoming these gaps in

research knowledge.

3, METHOD
For this study the annual data on tourism in
Japan are utilized that are retrieved from the
web site of INTO (Japanese National Tourist
Organization): https://statistics.jnto.go.jp/en/.
The annual rate of growth of accommodated
guests in tourist area i is calculated as follows:
Rit= (Mt-Mt- 1 )/Mt- 1
where, Rit= Annual growth rate in year t for
tourist area i
Mt= Annual Number of guests visiting

tourist region i in year t

Mt-1 = Annual Number of guests visiting

tourist region i in year t- 1,
Based on prior research findings, we have
reason to believe that: 1. the annual growth
rate of tourists at rural tourist regions will
differ from that of urban tourist locations, 2.
the annual growth rate of visitors from the
top ten countries will differ, and 3. the annual
growth rate of expenditures by tourists in
various categories will differ. More formally,
we hypothesize:

H1: Ceteris Paribus, annual median growth

rates of accommodated guests at different

rural tourist locations in Japan will differ

from that of urban tourist locations

H2: Ceteris Paribus, annual growth rates

of international visitors from the top ten

countries will differ

H3: Ceteris Paribus, annual growth rates

of the visitors from each of the top ten

countries will differ
Parametric hypothesis tests usually assume
normal distributions and iid (independent
and identically distributed random variables)
of annual changes (Nandy, 2014). Harwell
(1988) demonstrated that using non-
parametric hypothesis tests would reduce
the chances of Type I error, especially when
sample sizes were small. In this paper, we
chose to use Kruskal-Wallis non-parametric
hypothesis test, instead of the corresponding
parametric ANOVA test. Thus, we assume
that the annual growth rates are independent

of each other. This will reduce the chance of
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making Type I error, when comparing growth
rates from 2011 to 2017. We have used 5%
level of significance (risk of type I error)
in conducting these hypothesis tests. The
test statistic used for Kruskal-Wallis test is
designated by H, where:

H= 12/n(n+1)[X(R1)2/n1 + }(R2) 2/

n2+..... +>(Rk) 2/nk]-3(n+1),

with k-1 degrees of freedom (k is the

number of populations)

> Rk= sum of the ranks of annual growth

rates,

nk= size of sample k,

and n=n1+n2+... +nk
The distribution of the sample H statistic is
very close to that of the chi-square distribution
with k-1 degrees of freedom when every
sample includes at least five observations.
This situation is true on our analysis. The

p-value of H is calculated using the chi-square

distribution with k- 1 degrees of freedom.
Data on Japanese tourism statistics are
obtained from the website of INTO (Japanese
National Tourist Organization): https://statisti
cs.jnto.go.jp/en/. The website of INTO lists
data on accommodated guests at different
tourist areas of Japan annually from 2011 to
2017. Thus, the time period considered for our
study is also from 2011 to 2017 (https://statisti
cs.jnto.go.jp/en/).

4. DATA

The data set in Table 1, taken from the website

of Japan Tourism Statistics (https://statistics.]
nto.go.jp/en/graph/#graph--lodgers--by--area),
shows the numbers of accommodated guests
from 2011 to 2017 in the three urban tourist
areas of Japan. Thus, the time period for this
part of the study is from 2011 to 2017.

Table 2 shows the numbers of accommodated

guests from 2011 to 2017 at seven different

rural tourist areas of Japan.

This data set was obtained from Japan Tourism
Statistics. (https://statistics.jnto.go.jp/en/graph
/#graph--lodgers--by--area)

Table 3 shows the calculated annual growth
rates from 2012 to 2017 of the accommodated
guests at the three urban tourist areas of Japan.
The values of the mean annual growth rates
for each year (from 2012 to 2017) for the
three urban tourist locations are shown in the
rightmost column of table 3. It is observed
that the mean annual growth rate was

maximum in 2012 at 0.46. The mean annual

Year | Kanto Chubu Kinki

2011 | 7,811,640 1,169,060 | 3,529,470
2012 | 11,217,640 | 1,738,380 | 5,136,790
2013 [ 13,384,060 | 2,111,660 7,281,050
2014 | 17,814,360 | 2,845,860 10,150,240
2015 | 23,411,230 | 4,906,920 | 14,865,980
2016 | 23,864,100 | 4,906,270 | 16,196,820
2017 | 27,060,960 | 4,996,190 | 17,655,640

Table 1: Annual Number of Guests
Accommodated at Three Different Urban
Tourist Locations (2011-2017)
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Year | Hokkaido | Tohuku Chugoku | Shikoku | Kyushu Okinawa Hokuriku
Shinetsu
2011 | 1,501,660 | 183,910 269,960 | 94,050 1,522,640 515,120 418,260
2012 | 1,848,450 |232,930 375,330 | 115,640 | 1,873,830 738,640 544,880
2013 2,821,940 | 288,760 461,480 | 170,630 2,393,610 1,426,730 902,300
2014 | 3,705,430 | 354,250 594,620 | 237,300 | 3,064,540 2,225,040 1,081,190
2015 | 5,413,800 | 525,640 997,430 |357,120 | 5,038,600 3,440,620 1,551,910
2016 | 6,165,450 | 648,430 1,203,140 | 506,340 | 5,182,610 3,524,440 1,869,130
2017 | 7,265,810 | 966,860 1,454,120 | 690,120 | 6,600,110 4,058,380 2,185,470

Table 2: Annual Number of Guests Accommodated at Seven Different Rural Tourist Locations

(2011-2017)

growth rate declined from 2015 to 2016, and
then increased from a low of 0.03 in 2016 to
0.08 in 2017. The values of the mean annual
growth rates for each urban tourist destinations
from 2012 to 2017 are indicated in the bottom
row of this table. The mean annual growth
rate from 2012 to 2017 was highest in Kinki at
0.32.

Table 4 shows the calculated annual growth

rates from 2012 to 2017 in accommodated

Year Kanto Chubu Kinki
2012 0.44 0.49 0.44 0.46
2013 0.19 0.22 0.42 0.28

Mean

2014 0.38 0.35 0.39 0.38
2015 0.31 0.72 0.47 0.37
2016 0.02 -0.01 0.09 0.03
2017 0.13 0.02 0.09 0.08
Mean 0.25 0.30 0.32

Table 3: Annual Growth Rates of
Accommodated Guests at Urban Tourist
Areas (2012-2017)

guests in the seven rural tourist areas in of
Japan

The values of the mean annual growth rates
for each year (from 2012 to 2017) for the
seven rural tourist locations are shown in the
rightmost column of Table 4. It is observed
that the mean growth rate increased from 2012
to 2013, and then peaked at 0.54 in 2015.
From 2015 to 2016, the mean annual growth
rate declined to 0.18, but then increased to
0.26 in 2017. The values of the mean annual
growth rates for each rural tourist destinations
from 2012 to 2017 are indicated in the bottom
row of this table. From 2012 to 2017, the
mean growth rate was highest for Okinawa at
0.44.

The data set in Table 5 shows the numbers
of international tourists visiting Japan from
the top ten countries from 2015 through 2018
Japan (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourism

_in_Japan).
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It is observed from Table 5 that the mean by the South Korea and Taiwan 4.0 and 2.9

annual number of guests visiting Japan from million respectively. The total number of

China was highest at 4.5 million followed international tourists from the top ten countries

Year Hokkaido | Tohuku | Chugoku | Shikoku | Kyushu Okinawa | Hokuriku | nean.
Shinetsu

2012 0.23 0.27 0.39 0.23 0.23 0.40 0.30 0.29
2013 0.53 0.24 0.23 0.48 0.28 0.93 0.66 0.48
2014 0.31 0.23 0.29 0.39 0.28 0.56 0.20 0.32
2015 0.46 0.48 0.68 0.51 0.64 0.55 0.43 0.54
2016 0.14 0.23 0.21 0.42 0.03 0.02 0.20 0.18
2017 0.18 0.49 0.21 0.36 0.27 0.15 0.17 0.26
Mean 0.31 0.32 0.34 0.40 0.29 0.44 0.33

Table 4: Annual Growth Rates in Accommodated Guests at Rural Tourist Areas of Japan

Top 10 Countries 2015 2016 2017 2018 Mean
China 4.994,514 6,373,000 7.355,800 8,380,034 4,517,229
South Korea 4,001,808 5,090,300 7,140,200 7,538,952 3,961,881
Taiwan 3,678,199 4,167,400 4,564,100 4,757,258 2,861,162
Hong Kong 1,523,778 1,839,200 2,231,500 2,207,804 1,300,384
Unites States 1,033,001 1,242,700 1,375,000 1,526,407 862,855
Thailand 796,994 901,400 987,100 1,132,160 636,278
Australia 376,014 445,200 496,100 552,440 311,629
Philippines 268,364 347,800 424,200 503,976 257,395
Malaysia 305,345 394,200 439,500 468,360 267,906
Singapore 308,703 361,800 404,100 437,280 251,983
Total 17,286,720 21,163,000 25,417,600 27,504,671

Table 5: Numbers of International Visitors to Japan from top ten countries (2015-2018)

Top 10 Countries 2016 2017 2018 Mean
China 0.276 0.154 0.139 0.190
South Korea 0.272 0.403 0.056 0.244
Taiwan 0.133 0.095 0.042 0.090
Hong Kong 0.207 0.213 -0.011 0.137
Unites States 0.203 0.106 0.110 0.140
Thailand 0.131 0.095 0.147 0.124
Australia 0.184 0.114 0.114 0.137
Philippines 0.296 0.220 0.188 0.235
Malaysia 0.291 0.115 0.066 0.157
Singapore 0.172 0.117 0.082 0.124
Mean 0.217 0.163 0.093

Table 6: Mean Annual Growth Rates in International Visitors to Japan
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increased from 17.3 million in 2015 to 27.5
million in 2018.

Table 6 shows the calculated annual growth
rates from 2016 through 2018 of the
international visitors to Japan.

From the rightmost column in Table 6, it is
observed that the mean annual growth rate of
tourists from 2016 through 2018 was highest
for South Korea at 0.24, while the lowest was
for Taiwan at 0.09, Further, the mean annual
growth rate of international tourists was
highest at 0.217 in 2016 and lowest at 0.09 in
2018.

5. RESULTS

A. Analysis of Data on Accommodated
Guests at Rural and Urban Tourist Areas
Kruskal Wallis non-parametric test was used
to test the equality of median annual growth
rates of tourists at rural tourist areas and urban
tourist areas. It was decided not to use Mann
Whitney test to compare the medians, because
of the small sample size used in our study.
Hart (2001) noted that Mann Whitney test
could detect a difference in medians in two
populations in case of large sample sizes.
Table 7 shows the results from Kruskal Wallis
Hypothesis Test on the equality if Median
Annual Growth Rates of Accommodated
Guests at Rural and Urban Tourist Locations
(2012-2017).

The p-value of 0.63 indicates that the null
hypothesis of the equal annual growth rates

of accommodated guests at urban and rural

Location N Mean Rank
Rural 6 6

Urban 6 7

Total 12

Chi-Square 0.23

df 1

p-value 0.63

Tables 7: Results from Kruskal Wallis
Hypothesis Test on the Annual Growth
Rates of Accommodated Guests at Rural
and Urban Tourist Locations (2012-2017)

tourist areas is of the same magnitude cannot

be rejected.

B. International Tourists Visiting Japan
Kruskal Wallis test was used to test the
equality of the annual growth rates of tourists
from the top 10 countries between 2016 and
2018.

The p-value of 0.003 indicates that the null
hypothesis of equality in annual growth rates
of international tourist between 2016 and 2018
can be rejected. This is borne out by the fact
that the mean growth rate was 0.217 in 2016
which declined to 0.093 in 2018.

The p-value of 0.869 in Table 9 indicates
that the null hypothesis of equality in annual
growth rates of tourists among the top ten

countries cannot be rejected.

6. DISCUSSIONS
The results of our research indicate that the
annual growth rates of accommodated guests

in the rural and the urban tourist areas of Japan
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are similar. The peak annual growth rate of
guests of 0.46 in the urban areas of Japan was
achieved in 2012, while the peak growth rate
of 0.54 in the rural tourist areas of Japan was
achieved in 2015. This shows that in the recent
past, the guests had shown preferences to visit
the rural tourist areas over the urban tourist
areas of Japan. This may be because the rural
tourist areas provide ample opportunities
for tourists to imbibe in experiential tourism
by staying close to nature. Our results
indicate clearly the growth rates in tourists
accommodated in the urban and rural tourist
areas of Japan. This piece of information is
missing from the existing literature on tourism
in Japan.

Our research also shows that the mean
annual growth rates of tourists from top ten
countries were similar between 2016 and
2018. However, the mean annual growth rate
of international tourists from top ten countries
declined from 2016 to 2018. This may be

due to the general slowing down of the global

Y ecar N Mean Rank
2016 10 22
2017 10 15
2018 10 9
Chi Square 11.68
df 2
p-value 0.003

Tables 8: Results from Kruskal Wallis
Hypothesis Test on the Annual Growth Rates
of Tourists from 2016 through 2018 (For
Table 6)

economic growth from 2016 through 2018.

7. CONCLUSIONS

The mean annual growth rates of guests
accommodated in the urban areas in Japan
peaked at a value of 0.46 in 2012. From
2015 to 2016, the mean annual growth rate
decreased from a value of 0.37 to 0.03, but
then increased to a value of 0.08 in 2017.

The mean annual growth rate of guests
accommodated in the rural areas in Japan
increased from 2012 to 2015, peaking at a
value of 0.54 in 2015. From 2015 to 2016,

the mean annual growth rate decreased from

Country N Mean Rank
China 3 20
South Korea 3 20
Taiwan 3 8
Hong Kong 3 16
Unites States 3 13
Thailand 3 13
Australia 3 14
Philippines 3 25
Malaysia 3 15
Singapore 3 12
Total 30

Chi Square 4.58

df 9

p-value 0.869

Tables 9: Results from Kruskal Wallis
Hypothesis Test on the Equality of Annual
Growth Rates of Tourists Between Top Ten
Countries
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0.54 to 0.18 but then increased to a value of
0.26in2017.

The mean annual growth rate of tourists
accommodated in the rural tourist areas
showed somewhat resilience to a significant
decrease in the last few years. The rural tourist
areas had become attractive to the guests
due to the presence of ample opportunities
for experiential tourism. Our results will be
of significance to tourism and government
officials, who can take appropriate steps to
improve the attractiveness of experiential
tourism in rural tourist areas of Japan.

From 2015 through 2018, the mean annual
number of tourists visiting Japan from China
was 4.5 million and from South Korea was
4.0 million. Between 2016 and 2018, the
annual growth rate of tourists visiting Japan
was highest for South Korea at 0.24, followed
by tourists from China at 0.19. The total
number of international tourists visiting Japan
from the top ten countries increased from
17.3 million in 2015 to 27.5 million in 2018.
The vital analysison the annual growth rate
of international tourists to Japan from the top
ten countries was so far not available in the
existing literature on tourism in Japan and
only been unmasked by the present research.
The information on the annual growth rates in
tourists visiting the rural and the urban tourist
areas in Japan as presented in this study will
aid the government and tourism officials to
develop sound and sustainable strategies to

cope with the onslaught of tourists visiting

Japan for the 2020 Olympics. Tourism officials
planning for the arrival of hordes of tourists
during the 2020 Olympics can develop a
proper marketing campaign to increase the
attractiveness of experiential tourism in rural
Japan. Future studies should explore the
annual growth rates of international visitors
to rural tourist areas, as well as urban tourist

areas of Japan.
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""A Cultural Sphere of Tsugaru Strait" in the Early Yayoi Periods
NEGISHI Yo

Abstract

“Jomon Archaeological Sites in Hokkaido and Northern Tohoku”, originally listed in a tentative
list of state party in Japan on January 5, 2009, was finally selected as an official candidate for
the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage designation in 2021 by a governmental panel on July 30,
2019, after years of recommendations. It has been questioned whether the “Jomon Archaeological
Sites” can represent ‘Jomon Culture’ throughout the Japanese archipelago, and whether ‘Jomon
Culture’ has Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) as a World Heritage. ‘Jomon Culture’ is a
typical example of the techno-complex concept composed of several archaeological ‘cultures’;
we therefore need to improve the wider understanding of this nomination. A ‘cultural sphere’ of
Northern Japan in the Jomon Period is used as a unit of OUV. This article demonstrates that a
‘cultural sphere’ of the Tsugaru Strait was maintained in the early Yayoi Period, indicated by maps
of archaeological sites.

Keywords: Outstanding Universal Value, Jomon Culture, Cultural Sphere, Tsugaru Strait
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Interviews in the Prefecture of Tokushima

Regarding Accepting Foreign Workers
SATO Norikazu

Abstract

This is the author's record of interviews conducted in the city of Tokushima in August 2019. The
author is a member of the Akita Prefecture Study Group for Acceptance of Foreign Workers, and in
that capacity joined the Council’s mission to Tokushima. The mission visited Tokushima Prefecture,
Tokushima University, and private corporations that accept foreign workers. Their advanced practice
and experience tell us that in accepting foreign workers in the prefecture of Akita, it is important
to consider certain issues, such as: 1) the direct and indirect costs involved, aside from wages, 2)
preparedness of private corporations and public support for them, and 3) how to make Akita attractive

for foreign workers despite its cold climate.
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