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Valedictory Address

Representative of Graduating Bachelor Students
Faculty of International Liberal Arts, Department of International Liberal Arts
Global Connectivity Program

Mashiro Hayashi

Good afternoon, everyone.

Before I begin, on behalf of the graduates, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to
everyone who organized and prepared this ceremony for us today. We are also deeply thankful
for the presence of our honored guests. I am incredibly happy to be able to celebrate this

graduation day with my friends and classmates.

I believe that we came to Akita with various hopes and aspirations. We came excited to interact
with international students and deepen our understanding of different cultures, engage in
profound discussions with professors, and create deep and close relationships with like-

minded friends.

However, we entered the university during the COVID-19 pandemic, and our university life
started in a way that was far from what we had initially imagined. Thanks to the efforts of the
university administration, we were able to attend classes on campus starting in April, but all
the classes were online, and at the beginning of our time in Akita, we spent most of our time
confined to our rooms. We had hardly any interaction with international students, let alone
other Japanese students, and it was a year full of restrictions. Even so, I believe that the time
we spent figuring out how to make the most of the limited time available, working on
assignments with friends while struggling together, and having fun conversations will remain

irreplaceable memories in our hearts.

[ will never forget the excitement we felt when, the acceptance of international students was
partially resumed in 2022, and the campus came back to life. When face-to-face classes were
finally resumed, we were given the opportunity to talk directly with professors, other students,
and even international students, and we once again realized the value of face-to-face

interaction. As a result, I feel that our academic interests deepened even further, and more
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students began to participate in various activities, both on and off campus, in pursuit of new

learning experiences.

In-person club activities, which had been restricted due to the pandemic, gradually resumed
as well. In the winter of 2022, the musical theater club, to which I belong, was finally able to
hold its first post-COVID performance. This performance was something we managed to
complete through the combined efforts of our small group of members, who put their heads
together, practiced non-stop, and pouring their hearts into the production. It was an

experience that provided us with invaluable learning and memories that will last a lifetime.

Furthermore, although the options were more limited compared to the pre-pandemic era,
study abroad programs were also gradually restarted, allowing us to travel the world to further
explore our interests. I myself spent a year studying at Fu Jen Catholic University in Taiwan,
where I had the opportunity to exchange ideas with students from all over the world in the
field of entertainment, which I had always been interested in. I was also able to further
improve my Chinese language skills, which I had studied at AIU for a year, to the point where
I could speak it without any problems in Taiwan. This study abroad experience exposed me
to different cultures, people, and diverse values, and it broadened my horizons significantly. I
cannot express enough gratitude to the staff at the International Center, who worked tirelessly
to communicate with universities in various countries, made numerous adjustments, and

provided us with meticulous support in preparing for our trips abroad.

Our student life was supported not only by the faculty and staff but also by many people inside
and outside AIU. [ would like to express my sincere gratitude to the cleaning staff who cleaned
the campus every day, the cafeteria staff who prepared our daily meals, the security guards
who kept the campus safe, the people in the community who warmly attended our student
activities, and above all, our families who supported us from afar. Thanks to all of you, we

were able to spend four enjoyable years here.

After graduation, I will be working in the financial industry starting in April. This industry is
not only a crucial part of our social infrastructure but also an industry that is expected to
undergo dynamic changes due to technological advancements. [ hope to utilize the language
skills, communication skills, and logical thinking abilities that I cultivated at AIU to become a
global leader who can connect with people from all over the world, always keeping my eyes on

global trends and creating new value.
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Finally, to my fellow graduates embarking on our new journeys together today. Our student
life started during the COVID-19 pandemic, and it was not always easy. Some of you may
have struggled with the gap between your ideals and reality or may not have been able to
experience the school life or study abroad experience you envisioned. However, even in such
circumstances, [ believe that we supported and encouraged each other and found our own
paths to pursue during our time here. We have faced many challenges over the past four years,
and each time, we have sought solutions. I am confident that we will be able to overcome any
challenges we may encounter in the future. And I believe that the friends we have made here,
with whom we have shared both joys and sorrows, will continue to be true and reliable
companions no matter where we are in the world. Thank you all for sharing your experiences

with me. I look forward to continuing our friendship in the future.
Under the motto of "Be a Global Leader" that our university upholds, we will spread our wings
from Akita to various parts of the world today. I look forward to the day when we can meet

again with our friends and laugh together in the bright future that we have created.

Thank you.

March 21th, 2025



