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Valedictory Address

Representative of Graduating Master Students

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language

Graduate Program in Global Communication and Language Practices
Japanese Language Teaching Practices

Tomokazu Takahashi

Honored guests, President Cassiem, faculty and staff, graduates, and families, I extend
my heartfelt gratitude for your guidance and support, which allowed us to successfully
reach this day of graduation.

In the fall of 2022, I was warmly welcomed at Suda Hall, embarking on my campus life
after 40 years with both anticipation and anxiety regarding the new challenges I would
face. Due to my age difference from other graduate students, freshmen would greet me
with "Oha-Yoh-Go-Zai-Masu" and bow, while company representatives would offer their
polite greetings, "Its-Mo-Osewa-Ni-Nari-Masu." 1 fondly remember when President
Cassiem approached me, asking "Nani-Ka-Okomari-Desu-ka?" as I wandered in for the
first time to the college cafe. The unique environment of our university, where human
connections and warmth are deeply felt, allowed me to dedicate myself to my studies and
research. I consider myself incredibly fortunate.

As my business career neared its end, I contemplated how I could give back to society in
return for the support I received during my overseas assignments as an expat. I pondered
how I could help make Japan a more livable and work-friendly environment for foreigners
arriving with dreams and hopes. Initially, I had no idea what problems they faced or what
their needs were. However, since Japan is not a society where speaking English is always
enough, I realized that Japanese language proficiency was essential. I decided to acquire
Japanese language education skills and began searching for ways to be of service. I chose
AIU because I was deeply moved by the professional graduate school's mission to bridge

theory and practice and to nurture reflective practitioners.

The highlight of my graduate school life was the winter practicum in my second year.
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During this two-week practicum, we had the opportunity to prepare an intensive Japanese
language and culture program for external learners for the first time. Being entrusted with
the full course, from course design to operation, was an invaluable experience for us as a
team. This experience proved highly useful in my subsequent spring practicum overseas.
Naturally, the personal knowledge of linguistics and applied linguistics I gained in my
first year provided the foundation, but many things could only be encountered by
practicing as a team in the field. Simply experiencing them was not enough; the most
crucial aspect was being able to reflect on these activities using action research methods.
This reflection process will likely provide significant clues for considering where and

how to apply my dreams.

Currently, I teach Japanese to learners from Kanji-speaking regions at a Japanese
language school. Japan faces the national challenge of population decline, and addressing
this issue will require not only automation and increased workforce participation by
women and the elderly but also the involvement of foreign nationals. I hope that these
foreign nationals will be able to develop their communication skills and contribute to a
co-creative society, rather than merely being seen as a workforce to fill labor shortages.
Although I am uncertain about the outcomes, there are many things I cannot achieve alone,

so if anyone shares this vision, I would love to discuss our dreams together.

Lastly, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the JLT faculty for their patient
guidance, as well as to the seniors, peers, and juniors who offered advice in times of need.
The past two years in Akita, being able to focus on my studies, have been a tremendous
asset, and I extend my heartfelt thanks to my family for their understanding and support.

Thank you very much.

March 21th, 2025



