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Speech by Representative of New Undergraduate Students

Representative of Undergraduate Student
Faculty of International Liberal Arts

Ako Hirano

Good afternoon, everyone. My name is Ako Hirano, and I am a member of the 22nd cohort of new
students. President Monte Cassim, esteemed faculty and staff, and honored guests—thank you
very much for holding this entrance ceremony for us today. I feel truly grateful to have this

opportunity to mark a new beginning and to meet the peers who have gathered here at AIU.
Today, [ would like to talk about the importance of facing yourself.

Until I was in high school, I lived my life being swayed by the trends around me, without truly
confronting who [ was. Wanting to change that, I took a leap and studied abroad. That experience

became a turning point in my life.

Living in a foreign country was far from easy. I faced language barriers, cultural differences, and
had my sense of “normal” constantly challenged. In navigating these daily struggles and undergoing
personal change, [ began to see myself more clearly. I gradually developed a sharper understanding
of who [ was—my personality, my aspirations—and by acting with purpose, [ was able to move forward,

step by step. I believe it is because I gained this awareness that [ have become who [ am today.

While studying abroad, I also came to realize something important: I could not talk about myself
without talking about my roots. I found that I lacked the knowledge to explain Akita, the place
where | was born and raised. This realization deepened my desire to better understand my

hometown and contribute to the local community—one of the reasons I am standing here today.

Each of us entering AIU today comes with different roots and diverse experiences. In the future,
as we engage with various communities, we may sometimes find ourselves comparing with others.
But in those moments, I believe what matters most is not looking at others, but looking within
ourselves. If we can respect ourselves, we will be better able to respect the ideas and cultures of

others as well.
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Here at AIU, where students from around the world bring diverse perspectives and values, I hope
to develop strong communication skills and the ability to collaborate in international teams. [ want
to deepen my learning around three core themes: “sustainable society,” “business,” and my newly
discovered axis—“creativity.” [ also hope to take a leading role in engaging with the local Akita

community and contributing to society.

Academically, this will mean studying sociology, environmental studies, economics, business
administration, the arts, and psychology. These are interdisciplinary fields where a liberal arts
education is essential. AIU, with its emphasis on hands—on learning in Akita, is exactly the kind of

institution I had hoped to find.

By deepening my learning based on these three seemingly unrelated themes, I aim to grow each

day toward becoming someone who can demonstrate leadership in any field.

Finally, Akita is often spoken of in terms of its social challenges. But that’s exactly why it holds
so much potential and is full of unique charm. I believe it is no coincidence that we have met here
through AIU.

Let us lift each other up, hand in hand, as we strive to become individuals who will shine on the
global stage—starting from right here in Akita. [ am excited to embark on this journey with all of

you and to make the most of our time together at AIU.

Thank you very much for this opportunity, and thank you all for your kind attention.
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