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Speech by Representative of New Graduate Students

Representative of Graduate Student

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language

Graduate Program in Global Communication and Language Practices
Japanese Language Teaching Practices

Sari Nishiguchi

Good afternoon. My name is Sari Nishiguchi. It is my great honor to be here on behalf of all
the new graduate students. To begin our new journey, I would like to express our sincere
gratitude to President Cassim, to all professors at Akita International University, and to
everyone involved for conducting this wonderful matriculation ceremony and for welcoming
us warmly into the AIU community. Thank you also to our families, teachers, friends, and to

all those whose generous support allowed us to be here today.

My goal is to become a Japanese Language teacher who can help students both in Japan and
abroad. There are as many reasons and circumstances for studying Japanese as there are
people studying it. That means that Japanese Language teachers are expected to meet the
diverse needs of students from various backgrounds. To respond to that expectation, I think
that flexibility and communication skills are essential. I loved when my language teachers told
us small stories from their own countries. As a Japanese Language teacher, I want to
understand the charm of Japan and be able to properly convey it. I want to be a teacher who

can flexibly communicate with students from my own experience.

Yet, to communicate about language, teachers first need to know themselves. I feel strongly
that AIU’s international campus is a perfect place to learn and absorb the skills we need as
educators through cultural exchange and practice. Flexibility, communication skills, and self-
understanding are by no means limited to teachers. I believe that these skills are essential for

all of us gathered here today as we prepare for the roles each of us will play in a global society.

Until one month ago, I was working as an English Language teacher in Osaka. So why am 1,
who was teaching English until recently, aiming to become a Japanese Language teacher? 1

have experience working as a volunteer teaching Japanese in Kyrgyzstan. It was when [ was in
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college and studying abroad for a year. The work involved helping students in Kyrgyzstan who
wanted to work in Japan pass the Japanese Language Proficiency Test. I can never forget what
passing the test meant to them, and how happy it made them. I will never forget how delighted
it made me to help them take that small step towards their goals. It was there that I first learned

the joy of helping people across borders through language teaching.

I am excited to be a student again, especially at AIU for this new chapter in my life. I am
excited to deepen my learning while being motivated and stimulated by all of you who are also
working towards helping people across borders. For me, the goal is to “become a Japanese
Language teacher who can help students both in Japan and abroad.” What goals do you have
in your minds? I am looking forward to walking towards those goals with all of you. Thank

you.
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