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Valedictory Address

Representative of Graduating Bachelor Students
Faculty of International Liberal Arts, Department of International Liberal Arts
Global Connectivity Program

Megumi Furusho

Good afternoon, everyone.

Before [ begin, and on behalf of the graduates, [ would like to express our sincere gratitude to
everyone who organized and prepared this ceremony for us today. We are also deeply thankful for
the presence of our honored guests. [ am incredibly happy to be able to celebrate this graduation

day with my peers at AIU.

Throughout my 22 years of life, [ have always tried to follow my curiosity and choose what
interests and excites me. Among all those choices, I can say with confidence that deciding to
come to AIU was one of the best decisions [ have ever made. When I first stepped into Akita four
years ago, the future of our university life was still unclear because of the pandemic. It is also
true that I felt anxious and lonely living in an unfamiliar place. However, looking back now, I truly

feel that I was able to spend four incredibly rich and fulfilling years here.

AlU life is full of intercultural exchanges. Many students with various backgrounds study and live
together. As a freshman, [ was often overwhelmed by English language information and
interactions, and dealing with a pile of assignments. I remember | struggled with feelings of
inferiority at first. However, [ gradually came to realize that there is no single right or single
measure by which we are judged. Once [ understood that, [ was able to focus on striving for my
own personal growth, rather than comparing myself to others. The same was true outside the
classroom. In volleyball and dance clubs I belonged to, team members practiced and worked
together regardless of nationality, age, or skill level. Life on this multicultural campus has given

me not only language proficiency, but also an open—minded global perspective.
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During my study abroad in Aarhus, Denmark, [ gained not only academic knowledge but also
valuable experiences through interactions with local students and volunteer work at a summer
camp during the holidays. Immersing myself in a Nordic society, I learned about their education
system, social structures, and shared values, which support people’s quality of life and sense of
well-being. This experience allowed me to cultivate an attitude of peace and principles in my mind
and take good care of myself. In addition, while traveling across various parts of Europe, |
encountered breathtaking landscapes, experienced cultures entirely new to me, and struggled and
overcame unexpected situations that I could never have imagined in Japan. [ could develop the
flexibility and resilience to enjoy this vast world and to continue moving forward with greater

adaptability.

In academic life, I developed an interest in the digital field through several courses at AIU and at
my study abroad destination. [ have been studying digital technology, such as Al, digital devices,
and social media, from a humanities perspective. My academic interests and achievements would
not be possible without AIU’ s active, interdisciplinary learning design. By following academic
interests, like choosing meals at a buffet, | encountered various fields and diverse ways of
thinking. While building my own life path, like connecting colorful pieces of a puzzle, [ have

developed and nurtured my values and uniqueness.

[ cannot describe my growth and memories from these university years without acknowledging the
presence of my peers here, at AIU. People who always try something new and keep moving
forward with strong resilience. People who accept imperfection and give us the courage and
warmth to embrace ourselves. People who cherish and move at their own pace and seek to
become the ultimate in their fields. The time when I talk seriously from the heart with these peers
might be the most precious asset that I have gained through my AIU life. Each student has
independently designed their own university life, and they are so colorful and unique. Every time |
interacted with them, these AIU scholars, I could even learn their thoughts, values, and unique

qualities.
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In today’ s increasingly globalized society, people are required to have broad and varied
perspectives and critical, yet flexible, thinking. These are not simple matters of mindsets, but
rather things we develop over time and experience. Through our AIU life, we have gradually
come to understand and accept that the world, people, and even we, are multifaceted. We have
learned to navigate and enjoy these complexities. Even if we face the unexpected, we can now see

things from different angles and turn them into points of curiosity and motivation.

With the advancement of science and technology, the essence of learning and social expectations
have constantly changed. [ am not certain whether [ am on the “right” path in this society. Even
so, [ am confident that I have developed the ability to think deeply, express and share my
thoughts, and enrich my life with curiosity and effort. This growth would not have been possible
without the support of so many people who stood by us throughout our student lives. [ would like
to express my earnest gratitude to the faculty and staff, those involved in the university, the local

community, and my family.

After graduation, and starting in April, [ will be working in a global sales and marketing position
at a Japanese electronics manufacturer. [ would like to make use of my experiences and skills and
work collaboratively with others to deliver inspiring experiences to the world with Japanese
technology and ideas. And just as [ did during my years here, I hope to continue moving forward

by choosing the path that excites and interests me.

Finally, to my fellow graduates embarking on our new journeys together today, one of the biggest
reasons I chose AIU was that those who decide to come here must have strong wills and must be
interesting. My intuition was correct. The time we talked while gazing at stars, the time we
worked on a pile of assignments at the library and dorm over many nights, the time we ate ice
cream on the way back from the onsen, all these times I spent together with you are irreplaceable
treasures. We have experienced moments when things did not go as we hoped, and we struggled
and shed tears. Even so, we have studied in English here in Akita, experienced life abroad, and
overcome challenges together. We must have grown and become stronger than we realize. Thank
you for supporting me and each other as peers, thank you for sharing your thoughts, and thank

you for pushing me and each other to grow.
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Today, under the AIU spirit, “be a global leader”, we will spread our wings and travel to different
parts of the world. I hope our paths will cross again somewhere in the future, where we each are

creating our lives with passion and energy.

From today, our stage is the world. Let’ s do something glorious together, sometime, somewhere

in this vast and exciting world.

Thank you.

March 21th, 2026



