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Valedictory Address

Representative of Graduating Master Students

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language

Graduate Program in Global Communication and Language Practices
English Language Teaching Practices

Queena XU

Honored guests, President Cassim, faculty and staff, graduates, and families, I extend my heartfelt
gratitude for your guidance and support, which has allowed us to successfully reach this day of
graduation. My name is Queena Xu and I am honored to be giving the commencement speech on

behalf of my fellow graduates.

Graduates, we should be proud of our accomplishments here today. But for me especially, [ am
proud of myself. Not because [ am giving the commencement speech that [ had wished to give ever
since [ stepped foot on the AIU campus, but because [ didn’t use any Al to write it. Now, I feel
like I finally have a Master’s degree in English language.

(something to queue laughter)

[ am graduating today with a Master’ s of English Language and Teaching as a step to teach English
in higher education. But [ had no idea that this is what [ wanted to do.

Eight years ago, | booked a one—way ticket to Tokyo for the JET Program orientation. [ was about
to teach English in a small rural town of 3000 people in northern Hokkaido. At that time, I was
simply trying to find a way to work and live in Japan. I hadn’t intended to be a teacher from the
start. Little did I know, [ would enjoy teaching so much that I decided to pursue a Master’s at AIU
in order to continue my teaching journey. I may not have chosen to be an English teacher from the

beginning, but I gradually discovered my love for language during my time in Japan and AlU.

To me, language is more than just stringing together the appropriate words with the proper syntax.
Language is courage. The courage to make mistakes and learn from them. Language is an open
door. One that opens to new cultures, different perspectives, and rising opportunities. Most

importantly for me, language is identity. One of my favorite courses at AlU, taught by Professor
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Hale, is titled “Language, Culture, and Identity.” [ learned that we discover our identity by

connecting with others and ourselves through language.

Currently, working as a teacher in Shikoku, my favorite teaching moments are seeing students
discover more about themselves while learning a language. They uncover a new identity and gain

the courage to open the doors that they may not have noticed before learning a new language.

My two years at AIU has changed my teaching philosophy to look at students in a more holistic
way. Before, [ was focused on helping students pass entrance exams. Now [ take time to understand
their goals for English, what their ideal “English-speaking identity” looks like, and work with them
to get to that point together.

Language is what gives us our shared understanding. It’s how we can express our emotions and

thoughts and how we turn those thoughts to reality. Language is at the heart of human connection.

When thinking about human connection, [ think about AIU’s motto: “be a global leader.” To me,
it means recognizing the ways our world is connected. It means being able to see how even small
changes locally can create global change.

Realizing how all the steps we took led us to being here together today.

So, let us take a moment to appreciate everyone around us. Even if you don’t know them, say thank
you, because they have probably made a contribution to your life without you even knowing it.
Shake their hand, say congratulations. I hope you can discover even more connections today. As
graduates of AlU, let’s continue to embrace the connections we have made here, the lessons we

learned, the memories we shared, and bring them to our respective parts of the world.

Congratulations graduates. I look forward to connecting with you all again in this

bright future ahead of us.

March 21th, 2026



