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GUERRERO Ken

Good afternoon, President Cassim, proud families who sacrificed for us, distinguished guests who
celebrate today, and respected faculty who will shape our tomorrow. I am truly honored to stand
before you on behalf of the incoming class of 2026. Today, I would like to share three things: my
journey, the path it has shaped, and the purpose that brings me to Akita International University.
[ will speak not only of hope and growth, but also of fear, a force that shapes us, shadows us, and
demands we confront it to become who we are meant to be.

For the past several years, | have worked as a teacher at a Japanese public high school. Last April,
[ was entrusted with 36 students. 36 different stories, hopes, and unwritten dreams. Some came
loud, some quiet, some unsure, some nervous, but all of them filled with a fiery potential that can
change the world. Supporting their growth was my most important responsibility.

As a foreigner serving as a homeroom teacher, | carried the same responsibilities as my Japanese
colleagues. Teacher. Counselor. College Advisor. Encouragement wizard. Forgotten bento—box
washer. Lots of paperwork and phone calls. And so much more. All of it conducted in Japanese,
each day demanding immense mental and linguistic labor.

Every choice carried consequence. Every success was theirs but every failure, rested on my
shoulders. The pressure was unrelenting. And it taught me what is truly worth protecting.
Because whether in a classroom or in life, we all carry choices that shape others, not just ourselves.
Now, my story. But in many ways, a reflection of what all of us have faced in different forms. When
[ first came to Japan, my Japanese was limited. I could say I%V>, 21XV, and confidently order
fried chicken in Japanese EGITEREZ —D2BFHEWLET .

That was the extent of my fluency, but not my resolve. And it is that resolve that brought me here.
[ came to study English teaching methodologies, master intercultural dialogue, and prepare myself
to contribute on a broader scale. An opportunity made possible by AIU. After [ graduate, I will
return to the classroom prepared to cultivate critical thinkers, foster dialogue—driven learning, and
help students see themselves as global citizens with agency and integrity.

And standing here now, I realize that this journey is not unique to me. My fellow students, we come
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from different countries, stories, and struggles. Yet we share this in common: We chose growth
over comfort. But growth is not an end, it is a responsibility. And it does not stop at the borders
of this campus. Because beyond these walls, across nations, there are people whose dignity is
denied. Systems meant to unite, shatter and divide. Voices at the margins go unheard. And many
are still living in fear. Fear, when left unconfronted, degenerates into silence. Silence begets
distance. Distance ossifies into division. This is why our education matters. And why what we
choose to become matters even more. The next generation must learn not only how to speak, but
how to listen. Not only how to debate, but how to engage respectfully. Because the problems of
our world will not be solved by louder voices, but by insightful ones.

So, let me ask you, what is your fear? Name it. Face it. Transform it. Turn fear into fire. Obstacles
into wings. Doubt into discipline. Courage into flight. The world is complex. Demanding. Relentless.
But, so are you. To our professors, we look forward to your guidance. To my fellow peers, I am
honored to walk this path beside you. And to my students, I miss you all very much, you are the

reason | stand here today.

April 8th, 2026



