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President’s Message

Akita International University
President

Monte Cassim

Honored Guests, Parents and Families, Colleagues from AlU,

Thank you so much for taking time to be with us here at Akita International University, celebrating
the matriculation of 308 scholars. Among them, I also wish to welcome 104 scholars, who have
come from AIU’s overseas partner universities, giving our largely residential campus a unique
international flavor.

We are honored today by the presence of Governor Kenta Suzuki from Akita Prefectural
Government, Speaker Yoshinori Kudo from the Akita Prefectural Assembly, and other important
supporters of AIU. We are very happy to have you with us here today, despite your incredibly busy
schedules.

Parents and families, peers and mentors, thank you for guiding these young scholars towards this
memorable day. My colleagues and I assure you that we will provide our matriculating scholars
every opportunity to prepare them for taking on the mantle of global leadership in the coming years

during the time they will be with us.
Now, kindly permit me to say a few words to the scholars.

Dear scholars,
Congratulations! You have now been inducted formally into AIU’s community of scholars. Please
permit me to share some thoughts which I hope will shape your journey as future global leaders

here at AIU over the next several years.

Against the background of a volatile and uncertain world, let us all pay our respects to grieving
families and friends caught in the crossfire of several transborder armed conflicts currently ongoing
in the Middle East, Ukraine and elsewhere. Let us pray that sanity will prevail among the leaders
on all sides, further escalation is pre—empted, and peace is restored at the very earliest. Life is
indeed most precious. Protecting it in every way possible is one of the timeless responsibilities of
leadership. What indeed are the essential qualities of a leader in times of conflict? Let me try to
communicate this to you through the lives and work of two very different people, whom I respect a
great deal, Yasushi Akashi, a renowned diplomat, and Senta Yamada, a master of Japanese martial

arts.
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Yasushi Akashi is a former Under—Secretary—General of the United Nations and has worked on
many peace initiatives for the Government of Japan. He worked towards bringing warring parties in
Cambodia, in Bosnia—Herzegovina, and in Sri Lanka to talk with each other and bring an end to
armed conflict. He has also worked tirelessly in nuclear disarmament talks. I was fortunate to have
worked with him and the Kyoto Museum of World Peace when he organized many second track
initiatives with universities. Akashi was able to bring Israeli military generals and Egyptian diplomats,
as well as representatives of the two Koreas, to the same table. These discussions were carried out
under Chatham House Rules, where the parties at the discussions could use the content of the
discussions to further the cause of re—establishing peace but pledged not to quote who said what
at these talks. He was passionate about making Northeast Asia, which could very easily become a
powder keg of war, into a model zone of peace, tirelessly shuttling between the parties among whom
tensions would sometimes rise high. His subordinate in Bosnia—Herzegovina, General Sir Michael
Rose, describes Akashi as a diminutive but fearless man who until the very last maintained dialog
with the warring war lords and political leaders in the Balkans. Akashi’s style, which I also observed
closely in Sri Lanka, was to plant the seeds of the benefits of peace in the hot heads of the warring
parties. This required patience. Unfortunately, his efforts were thwarted in Bosnia and what followed
was the massacre of Srebrenica. You can see different sides of this incident in the biographies of
former US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, General Michael Rose and that of Akashi himself,

written last and with reluctance.

A native of Akita, and an avid reader, Akashi also has a great sense of humor. He has gifted some
of his precious books to AIU. We are planning to curate those to establish Akashi Archives in our
library. You will find how to grapple with the ground truths of establishing peace. He is also a
member of AIU’s Top Advisory Board. I do hope you have the opportunity to meet him in person

while you are here with us.

Unfortunately, you will not be able to meet Senta Yamada, a Judo and Aikido master who passed
away in 2010. For many years he taught these Japanese martial arts in the U.K., based in Cambridge,
and in many other countries. I met him when he was training young scholars like yourselves at a
Japanese university [ was in before I came to AIU. He also had an Aikido training facility, a dojo,
in my home country, Sri Lanka. In a conversation over dinner | said, “You must be happy that Judo
is now an Olympic Sport, spreading to all corners of the world.” His response surprised me. “On
the contrary,” he said, “I believe Judo has lost its spirit since becoming an Olympic sport.” “How
so?” [ asked. “As an Olympic sport,” he said, “Winning is everything. But in the spirit of Japanese

Judo, one does not win. One’ s opponent lets you win. That is why the so—called winner bows deeply



2026 A [FFREE R FEREF AT

at the end, paying respect to the opponent’s graciousness.”

He went on to tell me about his thoughts on the famous 1984 Summer Olympics final, where the
Japanese judo legend, Yasuhiro Yamashita, met with Mohamed Rashwan from Egypt. “The Egyptian
lost the bout but won the hearts of all because he did not attack Yamashita on his injured right leg.
That is the true spirit of a Judo Master, but in the ecstasy of winning a gold medal, Yamashita
raised his hands up in joy before the cameras. That bothers me because it represents a lack of
humility, a highly valued virtue. Yamashita’s performance that day might represent the triumph of
supreme skill, but the “Way of the Master,” michi, or the —do of Judo and Aikido, is to blend
supreme skill with a compassionate heart. The latter was most evident in the Egyptian’s conduct
at that final match, humble and caring of the other.” Yamada sensei too had these qualities. He
was more than a master of the traditional martial arts. His passion was to help those less fortunate
and organized many self-help projects for the disadvantaged. When he passed away, quietly in his
home town, Fukuoka, at the age of 67, he was honored by many from all walks of life. Yet, despite
this and recognition at home and abroad, Yamada sensei remained to his last day, a humble man,

dedicated to his art, blessed with supreme skill and, indeed, a most compassionate heart.

My dear young scholars, immerse yourself in the traditional arts whenever possible, irrespective of
the professional pathways you choose. AIU has many clubs and circles where you can experience
this. [ am always impressed with how Professor Nakata can, in just one semester, communicate the
spirit of laido, to our young scholars, including AIU’s overseas exchange students, transforming
their physical, mental and spiritual engagement with the traditional Japanese sword. Please take

advantage of the many such opportunities that go beyond scholarship in the classroom at AIU.

That said, I do not wish you to take your studies lightly. Our transdisciplinary programs in Global
Studies (GS), Global Business (GB) and Global Connectivity (GC) will put your scholarship to the
test. Use these intellectual stimuli for designing creative solutions to issues faced by society. Here
at AIU, we have identified eight issue domains that are important for Akita and relevant globally,
all requiring creative engagement. These will be accelerated by two large long—term and medium-—
term grants AIU has received from MEXT, the COI-NEXT grant and the J-PEAKS grant. The new
L-Lab is intended to foster creativity and, under the latter grant, has created a rapid prototyping

maker space in the L-Building, where you can transform your creative ideas into physical artifacts.

The two prestigious MEXT grants will strengthen AIU’s research capacity. The activities under
these grants include forest resource perspectives that go beyond the value of timber. Research on

mobility, redefining it beyond transport and logistics, is another area of design engagement. The
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creation of a positive outlook in communities to enhance healthy longevity through lifestyle
modulation, is a third area. We also plan to launch a research program on climate risks and resilience,
looking at agriculture and food systems in Akita. A unique data science and DX platform will be
deployed in the course of this year. This will become the analytical evidence—base for the aforesaid
four research areas. Please engage actively in these research areas, and others that will be
forthcoming over the next few years. It will give you confidence in the spirit of AILA, our Applied
International Liberal Arts learning system which marries profound thought with decisive action. By
acting on what you learn through sound scholarship and realizing your dreams through research

engagement, you will build within you a resilient, entrepreneurial spirit.

Please see AIU as a system of marrying learning in the classroom to inspiring opportunities for
societal engagement outside it. AIU’s many student clubs and societies, our residential campus
and its themed houses, the nurturing of capabilities by immersion outside your comfort zone, our
stunning library open 24 hours every day of the year, and opportunities for engagement with Akita’ s
caring communities, are all parts of AIU s quality—enhancing learning commons. Please make full

use of these opportunities and become the leaders you deserve to be.

I do hope you enjoy a busy but happy and meaningful campus life. Indeed, as Thomas Osbert
Mordaunt said in his timeless quote in 1750, “One crowded hour of glorious life, is worth an age
without a name.” Our campus is not just a physical geographic space. It is also an intellectual space,
reaching out to the emerging AI-IOT—driven new cyberspace. This is an environment where you
will forge lasting friendships, engage with our alumni when they return, interact with local
communities in Akita and be inspired by the international study abroad programs we have designed
for you. My colleagues and [ pledge to be with you on every step of your leadership journey at AIU.

Once again, congratulations, and thank you for your time.

April 8th, 2026



