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Being selected to join the Happocho program is one of the best things that had ever
happened to me while studying at AlU. Through this program, it does not only help me
to learn and experience Japanese culture, but also introduced me to new people and
helped to build my independence.

People come and go but memories remain. | have come to love everyone that | met
in the Happocho program. They are all very loving and caring. To begin with, | am a
Muslim, | have food restrictions and | need to do my prayers at certain times. | do feel
guilty for burdening them with my requests. But one thing | will never forget, when | had
my first homestay, my host family provide a place for me to do my prayer which meant
a lot to me.

Happocho program also developed me as an individual. It requires a person to be
flexible, engaging and active. We experienced a lot of unexpected and exciting things.
As a result, we have become more independent and mature people.

In conclusion, | would like to express my thankfulness to each and every member
of the RCOS team and the Happocho people. As a person, | have a lot of flaws and
needed a lot of care, yet that does not stop you guys from accepting me to become part
of your memories. There are no words can describe exactly what | feel about this
program - Happocho program is the best thing that has ever happened in my life as an
exchange student.

Izzatul Haji Mohamad Gani (Brunei)
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During fall semester, | participated in many RCOS activities. Among them, speaking
with children from different elementary schools has been one of my favorite activities.
Usually we only have an hour to speak with one another. In the beginning, children tend
to be shy and quiet. First, | introduce myself with a colorful picture book of Taiwan.
Whenever | would introduce some Taiwanese cuisine, they got crazy and excited. After
this beginning part, students started to speak more and even asked some questions.
Although they only knew few English vocabulary, they tried their best to use both English
and hand gesture to express their feelings.

For the second part of the activity, those adorable children taught me a few
Japanese traditional games. For example, a Kendama, a top, and so on. | was surprised
by how talented they were in playing with the Kendama. It was extremely difficult for me.
As for spinning a top, | think | did a great job. Overall, | enjoyed playing traditional games
with the kids.

Although one hour was a little short, | viewed this activity as a great chance to
interact with local students. | can truly feel their enthusiasm toward talking with
international students. | would definitely like to join more RCOS activities in the following
semester!

Chih Hsun Chen (Taiwan)

Outreach Services ¢
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